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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, November 16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

Absent:  

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to 

rise for the pledge of allegiance.   Mayor Picinich asked everyone to please 

keep in their hearts and minds everyone who has been stricken by COVID-

19.  We see the numbers rising and hospitalizations rising and should keep 

in mind that those numbers are attached to a family.  

 

 

6:30PM – Interview – Shantae Artis – Landmark Commission 

6:40PM – Interview – Nicole Sturomski – CAC 

6:50PM – Interview – Michael Kirsch – Landmark Commission  

 

Census and Housing Needs Assessment Presentation – Norma Drummond – 

Commissioner of Westchester County Planning  

 

Commissioner Drummond began by speaking about the Census.  The Census 

closed a month ago.  Westchester County as a whole did well; 79% of the municipalities 

ended with a higher self-response rate than 2010.   

 

Commissioner Drummond presented the following: 
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Mayor Picinich wanted to make note that Mount Kisco has made some changes in 

the Village since this data was collected in 2017.  The Building Inspector has made an 

effort to address the overcrowding issues in some of the housing units.  Those have 

been rectified and reduced and should be reflected in this data.  She also mentioned that 

Mount Kisco has almost 390 affordable units as well as the section 8 voucher program 

that travels.  Mount Kisco already provides a substantial amount of affordable housing; 
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the greatest need in our community are those who wouldn’t be eligible for HUD 

programs or any other assistance.  The Village can develop hundreds of units and that 

need still would not be met.   Mayor Picinich asked what type of funding or programs are 

available to motivate developers to help those folks who may not be eligible for federal 

assistance.   

 

Commissioner Drummond replied that Westchester County has been working with 

State and Federal programs on income averaging.  She explained that they are asking 

developers to keep the entire development to an average of 60% AMI (Area Median 

Income) the hope is to have additional affordable units in those developments.  The 

County will work with developers who will have a range of units in pricing to attract a 

wide range of residents.   

 

Mr. Singleton made mention that one of the school districts that the Village 

participates in did not want them to participate due to all the affordable housing citing 

that Mount Kisco is causing a burden on those communities where the average student 

was costing the district an average of $26,000 per student in addition to the fact that 

Mount Kisco also has a healthy commercial district.  There was a very strong push to 

exclude Mount Kisco in the school district.   

 

There was some discussion in regard to ensuring that neighboring towns also 

build affordable units, the need to address public transportation in order to meet the 

need for affordable housing units in neighboring towns, and programs available to 

homeowners who are behind in payments.  

 

1) Communications: 

a. Kirby Commons – Written Public comments 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that there was a substantial amount of public 

comment that came in regarding the development on Kirby Commons; there were 

questions that were answered as well as support for the development.  Those comments 

were part of the public packet and can be viewed on our website.  

 

2) Petitions: None. 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Thanksgiving Collection schedule 

 Mr. Brancati began by reminding residents that Village offices will be closed for 

Thanksgiving and the Friday after Thanksgiving, November 26th and November 27th.  

Keeping that in mind Thursday garbage pick-up will be on Wednesday, November 25th, 

with paper and cardboard recycling and Friday garbage pick-up will be moved to Monday 

November 30th.  

 

b. Holiday Parking 

 Mr. Brancati wanted to remind residents that there is and has been free 

municipal parking in the lots in metered spaces through the end of the year.  Please 

adhere to the time limits as that will be enforced.  We are looking to begin parking 

enforcement in the new year.   

 

5) Board Reports: 

 Deputy Mayor Farber began by speaking at the Wall of Honor event for 

Ferdinand “Bud” Jobin, Bill Stewart, and Jim Gmelin.  She thanked the Rotary Club for 

their work on this and tipped her hat off to the honorees for their dedication of their 

time and talent to the Village.  She continued on to say that Arbor Day was 

celebrated in the park which included the planting of saplings around Wallace Pond.  
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Deputy Mayor Farber went on to say that the Arts Council is planning a sculpture 

garden around the Branch Brook behind Village Hall.  She continued, saying that 

Veterans Day was celebrated on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month and 

was taped for all to view.  The link is on our website.  Deputy Mayor Farber also 

mentioned that the Historical Society discussed fitness walks on the nature trails that 

has some resident participation.  They are also working on a new website and 

Facebook page as well as the archives being open on a limited basis at the new 

location.  Deputy Mayor Farber went on to say that this would be her last board 

report; it has been such a pleasure to be a part of so many organizations and 

committees that make this Village so unique and very special.  She wished everyone 

a Happy Thanksgiving and reminded everyone to stay safe and follow the guidelines; 

remember to shop local.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying her most important request is to invite Deputy 

Mayor Farber back to do her board reports as no one does it like her.  She went on to 

say that today is National Fast Food Day; the first happy meal was served in June of 

1949.  It is also National Button Day.  Trustee Schleimer also wanted to mention that 

people are getting phony phone calls lately that have to do with car insurance and 

warranties; also the IRS looking for social security numbers.  Please do not give any 

information over the phone and if you have questions please contact them directly.  

Trustee Schleimer also reminded residents that Medicare open enrollment closes 

December 7th.   

 

Trustee Grunthal mentioned that the Economic Development Council will be meeting 

this week on zoom and residents are more than welcome to join.  

 

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that the Village will have a void after December 1st 

with the loss of Deputy Mayor Farber.   

 

Mayor Picinich started by saying that there needs to be a discussion on the increase 

in COVID-19 cases.  The total cases in the County this week is 3,515; last week the 

total number was 2,252, the week before that was 1,500.  The weekly average has 

doubled.  For point of reference there are 3,100 hospital beds in Westchester and as 

of Friday 100 people were hospitalized.  We are seeing an increase and in the past 

week there were eleven (11) fatalities. Total active cases in the Village are fifty-nine 

(59); seventeen (17) new cases over the weekend.  Of those fifty-nine (59) cases, 

thirty-five (35) are in eleven (11) residences.  Spread is happening in small groups 

and why limits have been put on residential gatherings.  Please be mindful of that as 

you think about how you will celebrate with your family.   Mayor Picinich went on to 

say that Westchester County is launching an education program that includes 

information in both English and Spanish for all this information.  She is confident we 

will get through this with new news on a vaccine.  She continued by advising 

residents that she would be holding open office hours this week for anyone who 

wants to ask questions on anything.   

 

 

6) Old Business: 

 

7) New Business:  

 

a. Authorize Village Manager to sign EOH Storm water IMA 

 Mr. Brancati mentioned that this is for inserts to be placed in the catch basins 

in the parking areas around Shopper’s Park to filter out phosphorus in stormwater.  The 

East of Hudson Watershed Corporation (EOHWC), of which the Village is a member, 

funds the entire project with maintenance being the responsibility of the Village for the 

future. 

 

 There was some discussion on the terms of the agreement and costs of the 
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maintenance moving forward.  

   

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to authorize the Village Manager to sign the East of the Hudson Storm Water 

IMA; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Appoint Nicole Sturomski to the Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to appoint Nicole Sturomski to the Conservation Advisory Council (CAC); all in 

favor; 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

c. Appoint Michael Kirsch to the Landmarks Commission 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to appoint Michael Kirsch to the Landmarks Commission; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to pay the bills as submitted on November 13, 2020 for the months of 

September and October 2020 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 199,943.46 

Water Fund     $   87,820.49 

Sewer Fund     $     3,416.73 

Library Fund     $   12,011.94 

Capital Fund     $   33,530.71 

Trust Fund      $     7,942.18 

    TOTAL   $ 344,665,51 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 
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   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 

a. VB- Regular Meeting – September 21, 2020 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to accept the minutes for the September 21, 2020 meeting as submitted; all 

in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 914-420-0383 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that this evening is Deputy Mayor Farber’s last 

meeting; she has chosen to retire from this level of public service, but is confident she 

will stay actively engaged in other areas in the Village.  

 

 Trustee Grunthal began by saying that he has had the pleasure of working with 

Deputy Mayor Farber for some years and it is a sad day that she is leaving.  Her Board 

reports are always filled with good news and she is an effective champion and 

cheerleader for the events of the Arts Council and Historical Society.  She herself had a 

large part in supporting and bringing those events into the Village.  They have brought a 

sense of community and of vitality.  She has always alerted the Board to upcoming 

events so that they could participate, she played a vital role in raising the level of art 

and culture in our Village and has brought about an exceptional level of community 

participation.  Behind the scenes she has been just as effective and has always asked 

the right questions at the right time.  She has brought an objective analysis and sound 

judgement to all her opinions and votes.  She has been a tremendously important 

person on our Board; she has brought a light touch, a lovely smile, and stability to their 

decisions.  He has enjoyed working with her and wishes her the best in the future and 

looks forward to seeing her in town. 

 

 Trustee Squirrell wanted to say that he had the good fortune of knowing 

Deputy Mayor Farber for more than twenty (20) years.  After leaving the DA’s office his 

first job was for Irving.  She began as the boss’ wife, but very quickly became a good 

and dear friend; always showing affection and generosity to him and his family.  He 

knows that will still exist.  He went on to say everything about her service to Mount 

Kisco has been a positive angle.  He could tell even prior to being on the Board that 

everything that she said had purpose or to ask legitimate questions.  We will miss her on 

this Board, but will see her in the Village.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that Jean was her mentor; when she first 

ran Jean was her running mate for every election except this one.  We marched together 

in countless parades and felt they have the best attendance records.  She doesn’t think 

she can say enough or more than anyone else has said in regards to her work on the 

Arts Council and Historical Society.  To spearhead the art initiative so that it is accessible 

to everyone without charge is the best thing that could’ve been brought to Mount Kisco.  

She will miss her dearly, but knows that she will be active in town.   
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 Mr. Singleton began by saying that the reason Deputy Mayor Farber is so 

intune with the music and the arts is because she is from Nashville and that is where she 

gets her elegance, intelligence, her respectfulness, and that goes to the heart of 

everything she has done.  He went on to say that she has been a tremendous addition to 

the Board and wishes her well in the future.  

 

 Mr. Brancati thanked Deputy Mayor Farber for being one of the Trustees that 

hired him.  To Whitney’s point; Deputy Mayor Farber came to check on me my first week 

just to make sure I was ok.  Mr. Brancati also mentioned her past life as an on air news 

anchor for a local television station, which helps explain her excellent board reports, and 

why he asked, and she graciously agreed, to generate content for our local public access 

cable channel where she interviewed and captured the energy in the Village during 

Septemberfest and other local events.  He went on to say she has demonstrated a 

tremendous level of commitment to the residents and thanked her for her dedicated 

service to the Village.  

 

 Mayor Picinich mentioned that there were two (2) items delivered to her door.  

We have a photo book that was made with memories over the last ten (10) years of 

service and a plaque as a dedication for a decade of service.  Mayor Picinich raised a 

glass just to say that ten (10) years of service and three (3) years as Deputy Mayor, she 

always showed up; she was the liaison to so many groups; she always found the most 

effective solution for the community; and always represented the Village with grace and 

class.  We will not say goodbye, we will say thank you. 

 

 Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying… Oh boy....where do I start... I guess I 

start with thanking all the members of this Village Board under the leadership of Mayor 

Gina Picinich for your dedication, friendship, and congeniality throughout the years. 

Thank you Gina, Peter, Karen, David and former trustee Isi Albanese. I have learned so 

much from each of you.  Where would all of us be without our Village Manager Ed 

Brancati, Assistant Village Manager Ken Famulare, and Lizette Hernandez who keep us 

straight and organized.  Whitney Singleton, our Village Attorney, I have learned so much 

from you.  Many thanks to you all. 

 

 I have been on the Village Board for ten (10) years, which I treasure so much, 

but I feel it is time to give another resident a chance to make their mark on this 

institution.  That person is now Tony Markus who will do a great job as a newly elected 

Trustee in my place.  Tony has the experience, knowledge, and temperament for this 

job. 

 

 I owe thanks to many, including former Mayor Michael Cindrich for giving me 

the bug to be on the board and for mentoring me along the way.  Your love of this 

Village is so strong.  I also owe a debt of gratitude to former Deputy Mayor George 

Griffin who we lost several years ago.  George was the salt of the earth and one of the 

most honest guys I have known.  He had a way of stating the facts so anyone could 

understand, he was all common sense. 

 

 I had the pleasure to serve with so many wonderful trustees, several Village 

managers, and so many dedicated Village employees. 

 

 I have learned so much from all of you about this Village, how things work, 

who is in charge, and the day-to-day functions of a Village such as ours. 

 

 What an honor it has been to represent my community over the last ten years.  

What an opportunity to meet and get to know so many new friends I may have never 

met.  It has been an amazing opportunity to meet, break bread, drink some wine, 

celebrate, laugh, and cry with so many of you. 

 

 Being a Trustee, and then having the honor to be Deputy Mayor, has been 
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awesome.  It also gives one the power to get things done!  Being a liaison to so many 

groups in Mount Kisco has opened my eyes to the wonder of how special the people in 

this Village are. 

 

 My relationship with the Mount Kisco Historical Society has been truly amazing.  

Over the last ten (10) years, this organization has flourished with Eva Marshall and 

Village Historian Harry McCartney.  We have developed a sensational trail system 

throughout the Village, an ongoing lecture series, and outreach programs to both schools 

and senior groups.  I was thrilled to be part of arranging for the new space at 40 Green 

Street.   

 

 When I first was assigned as liaison to the Historical Society, they were 

meeting in the basement at Village Hall.  It was dank, smelly, and not the nicest space.   

After COVID-19  passes you must see the beautiful new space at the former Police 

Building.  Our new President Ralph Vigliotti stepped right up to help design the new 

space and will continue leading the Historical Society to new heights. 

 

 I was the liaison to the Memorial Day Parade Committee which was so much 

fun.  Working with our Veterans at the American Legion has been very gratifying. 

Knowing and working with Don Ford is inspirational.  Thank you, Joan Stewart, former 

Mayor Pat Riley, Coz Procopis, Roger Guest, Kelly Powers, Pam Woodward, and all the 

Miss Poppies over the years.  A special shout out to Bill Stewart who is so missed.  Bill 

was an original member of the Committee and was the main man in charge of organizing 

and lining up the parade at Smith and Main. Thank you Moses Taylor Post 13. 

 

 Being a part of the Italian American Club of Northern Westchester has been so 

much fun.  Working with President Fellipo Simone has been an honor.  Again, meeting so 

many friends I would never have had the opportunity to meet is awesome for me.  Being 

honored by the Italian American Club as Woman of the Year was a thrill I will never 

forget.  Thank you, my friends. 

 

 Then there is the Arts Council who knew how powerful a small group of 

determined people could be!  Thank you Lisa Abzun, Beth Vetare, Daniel Blake as well as 

Barbara Schainman and Elizabeth Gourlay for the inspiration you have given to this 

organization.  I cannot emphasize enough how this small group of superpowers created 

pop-up galleries, curated art shows, developed the outdoor concert series in Fountain 

Park, which the Arts Council named.  We developed art classes with none other than our 

artistic member Alan Reingold.  We even had a skateboard art class.  So much is being 

planned for the future.  I want to thank this Village board for the opportunity to dedicate 

the community space at Kirby Plaza for the Arts Council so we will have a permanent 

home.  We also appreciate having a line item on the annual budget to continue the arts 

for our Village.   

 

 I want to thank my family for all your support, for lots of long nights at 

meetings and making dinner on your own.  Thank you to my friends for their tolerance 

at accepting a politician in their ranks and our long history together.   

 

 And to all of you in our Village.  Thank you for sharing with me the pride I feel 

to be included in this community. Not bad for a girl from Tennessee. 

 

 With the presence of Covid-19, I have been thinking a lot about what things 

are most important.  There is no secret here.  The answer for most of us is family... 

family, friends, and community.  Our friends and family are there to embrace us when 

we celebrate the good things in life as well as the bad and the sad.  I have been so 

fortunate to have met so many of you.  Thank you all for the most amazing ten (10) 

years of my life.  Please stay the course, be safe, and give me a shout out when you 

can.    
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There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:42 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 


